April 25, 2017

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the public service of
Carolann Garafola, mayor of Warren
Township, New Jersey, as she is hon-
ored by the Somerset County Federa-
tion of Republican Women as the re-
cipient of the Millicent Fenwick Award
for Outstanding Public Service.

Carolann’s service as a public official
began on the Warren Township plan-
ning board 30 years ago. She then be-
came the township committeewoman
for that township, a post she has held
for 20 consecutive years, 6 as mayor.

Carolann began her professional ca-
reer working with special needs chil-
dren in Glen Rock, New Jersey public
schools, and is currently in her fifth
year as executive director of Mt. Beth-
el Village in Warren, an apartment
community for adults with autism, de-
velopmental disabilities, and trau-
matic brain injuries.

The Millicent Fenwick Award for
Outstanding Public Service is awarded
to a woman who serves in the tradition
of the late Congresswoman Fenwick,
one with a strong work ethic, high in-
tegrity, and a willingness to assist
those in need.

I congratulate Mayor Garafola on
this well-deserved recognition.

——————

RECOGNIZING ROTARY
INTERNATIONAL’S SUCCESS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, through my service to South
Carolina’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict and as past Cayce-West Columbia
Rotary Club president, I appreciate Ro-
tary International’s work in promoting
worldwide Service Above Self.

In coordination with national gov-
ernments, Rotary International cre-
ated the Global Polio Eradication Ini-
tiative, producing Polio Plus as one of
the most successful public-private
health initiatives in history. The ini-
tiative has provided immunizations for
more than 2.5 billion children, spared
15 million from disability, prevented
over 1.5 million deaths, and has re-
duced polio illnesses by 99 percent.

Earlier this year, I introduced H.
Res. 165, recognizing Rotary Inter-
national’s work on the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative and supporting
their ongoing services.

While we have made remarkable
strides, more work remains. I am
grateful to support the current presi-
dent of the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative with Rotary International
President John Germ and past Vice
President Anne Matthews of Columbia,
South Carolina.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
Our sympathy to the family of Na-
tional Review conservative stalwart
Kate O’Beirne.
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DO EVERYTHING TO SECURE THE
BORDER

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for
years, cries for help coming from those
on the front lines of the Rio Grande
have fallen on deaf ears in Washington.

I have traveled to the southern bor-
der many times in Texas, New Mexico,
Arizona, and California. Law enforce-
ment and citizens do the best they can
with what they have got, but they are
outmanned, outgunned, and
outfinanced by the drug cartels and
other devious actors trying to enter
the United States.

The Federal Government has been
negligent for too long, but there is a
new sheriff in town, and President
Trump has promised that help is on the
way. He wants to build a wall.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that effective
border security requires a comprehen-
sive strategy that includes not only
physical barriers in places but also in-
creased use of technology, more boots
on the ground, and more boats in the
Rio Grande.

The United States has amazing capa-
bilities like aerial drones, aerostats,
and seismic technology to detect cross-
ers. Let’s use and do everything to se-
cure the Nation.

The Commander in Chief is right
when he indicates border security is a
matter of national security.

And that is just the way it is.

—————
COMBATING OPIOID ABUSE

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, 1 re-
cently visited The Next 24, an addic-
tion recovery residential home in New
Port Richey, Florida. They do fantastic
work to give those impacted by addic-
tion a second chance. After all, the
opioid crisis is not only a national epi-
demic; it is happening here in our local
communities.

Addiction knows no bounds and does
not discriminate based on race, age, in-
come, or ZIP Code. It seems like so
many people have a story about how
they have been affected.

Thanks to the 21st Century Cures
Act, Florida will soon receive $27 mil-
lion in new grant funding to help fight
the opioid crisis. The $27 million will
g0 towards increasing access to treat-
ment and recovery services, strength-
ening public education efforts, and im-
proving pain management practices.

This critical grant is the first of two
rounds of funding to support an all-
hands-on-deck approach in Florida to
combat opioid abuse and save lives.

———

SOLVING OPIOID CRISIS

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, as
communities across my district and
across the Nation continue to deal with
the crisis of opioid abuse and addiction,
it is hard to imagine that a synthetic
drug exists that is 50 times stronger
than heroin and 100 times stronger
than morphine.

Fentanyl is a manufactured opioid,
which, especially in its illicit versions,
has contributed to tens of thousands of
deaths. Especially concerning is the
fact that this synthetic poison can be
ordered online and delivered via med-
ical or express consignment couriers
from places like China, and because of
its high potency in small amounts,
Fentanyl is extremely difficult for law
enforcement officials and authorities
to detect.

That is why I have joined Congress-
woman NIKI TSONGAS in introducing
the INTERDICT Act which will provide
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
agents access to the latest chemical
screening devices and scientific sup-
port to both detect and intercept syn-
thetic opioids before they can cause
our communities more harm and more
devastation.

So I urge my colleagues to support
this bipartisan legislation. As both par-
ties, we must come together, and this
is one piece of a larger response to the
opioid epidemic. Both parties can and
must come together to solve this crisis
to take on this challenge head on.

———

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. VALADAO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the anniversary of
the Armenian genocide, a horrific
event impacting many of my own con-
stituents in California.

From 1915 to 1923, the Ottoman Em-
pire engaged in a systematic and orga-
nized deportation and extermination of
over 2 million Armenians from their
homeland. It is estimated that nearly
1.5 million Armenian men, women, and
children were killed and many more
permanently displaced or forced to
flee.

I recall one Armenian genocide re-
membrance ceremony outside city hall
in Fresno, California. During the cere-
mony, I was given a copy of the event
invitation, which had inscribed the
words of Avetis Aharonian, an influen-
tial Armenian writer and poet. It read:
“If evil of this magnitude can be ig-
nored, if our own children forget, then
we deserve oblivion and earn the
world’s scorn.”

The passionate and enduring advo-
cacy of the Armenian Americans, espe-
cially those in California’s Central Val-
ley, is evidence that the descendants of
those who escaped the genocide have
not forgotten this evil or their obliga-
tion to share its lessons with the world.
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